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WINTER SEASON 2006-2007  
 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., and Lee McNeely 
 
 The winter 2006-2007 was one of the most variable on record. Warmer than normal 
temperatures in December and January quickly transitioned to colder than normal temp-
eratures in February. In fact, the average January temperature was the warmest on record at 
Louisville, and both minimum and average February temperature values there were the 
coldest in several years. Precipitation was below normal overall, with virtually no snow 
cover recorded outside of a two-week period during early to mid-February in north-central 
Kentucky. 
 Rarity highlights included Neotropic Cormorant, Sabine’s Gull, returning Spotted 
Towhee, and first-state-record Scott’s Oriole. Most berry and mast crops were in below-
average supply, so it was not a good winter for species dependent on these foods, although 
Red-headed Woodpeckers were present in good numbers in western Kentucky. 
 Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these 
reports have been accepted as records for the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Observers 
are cautioned that records of out-of-season birds and all rarities must be accompanied with 
good details or documentation for acceptance. Documentation must be submitted to the 
Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list 
are made by the KBRC and are reported periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. 
 
 Abbreviations – County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the “/” 
symbol is used in place of “and”; “ph.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the 
observation was documented with photograph(s); “vt.” next to an observer’s initials 
indicates that the observation was documented on videotape; “*” next to an observer’s 
initials indicates that written details were submitted with the report; Place names: Ballard = 
Ballard WMA, Ballard; Barkley Dam = Barkley Dam, Lyon/Livingston; Barren = Barren 
River Lake, Allen/Barren; Blood River = Blood River embayment, Ky Lake, Calloway; 
Cave Run Lake = Cave Run Lake, Bath/Rowan; Cedar Creek Lake = Cedar Creek Lake, 
Lincoln; East Volunteer = East Volunteer Mine, Hopkins; Fishing Creek = Fishing Creek 
embayment, Lake Cumberland, Pulaski; Frankfort = Frankfort, Franklin; Freeman Lake = 
Freeman Lake, Hardin; Gibraltar = Gibraltar Mine, Muhlenberg; Homestead = Homestead 
Unit Peabody WMA, Ohio; Honker Bay = Honker Bay, Lake Barkley, Lyon; Honker Lake 
= Honker Lake, Land Between the Lakes, Lyon; Jonathan Creek = Jonathan Creek 
embayment, Kentucky Lake, Marshall; Ken Hopewell = Ken Hopewell Unit, Peabody 
WMA, Ohio; Ky Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/Marshall; Ky Lake = Kentucky Lake, 
Marshall (unless otherwise noted); Lake Barkley = Lake Barkley, Livingston/Lyon/Trigg; 
Lake Linville = Lake Linville, Rockcastle; Lake Peewee = Lake Peewee, Hopkins; LBL = 
Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area, Trigg (unless otherwise noted); Long 
Point = Long Point Unit, Reelfoot NWR, Fulton; Lower Hickman Bottoms = Lower 
Hickman Bottoms, Fulton; Markland Dam = Markland Dam on the Ohio River, Gallatin; 
McElroy = McElroy Lake, Warren; Meldahl Dam = Meldahl Dam on the Ohio River, 
Bracken; Minor Clark = Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan; Mt. Zion = Mt. Zion, Pulaski; 
Paradise = Paradise Power Plant impoundments, Muhlenberg; Pleasant Hill Church Road = 
Pleasant Hill Church Road, Trigg; Reformatory Lake = Reformatory Lake nr. Buckner, 
Oldham; Riverqueen = Riverqueen Unit Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg; Sauerheber = 
Sauerheber Unit of Sloughs WMA, Henderson; Shaker Mill = Shaker Mill, Warren; 
Sinclair = Sinclair Unit Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg; Six-Mile Island = Ohio River above 
Six-Mile Island, Jefferson; Sloughs = Sloughs WMA, w. Henderson; Surrey Hills Farm = 
Surrey Hills Farm, ne. Jefferson; Waitsboro = Waitsboro Recreation Area on Lake 
Cumberland, Pulaski; Warsaw = Warsaw, Gallatin; WMA = Wildlife Management Area; 
Wolf Creek Dam = Wolf Creek Dam, Lake Cumberland, Russell. 
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Greater White-fronted Goose – flocks 
were typically conspicuous in traditional 
wintering areas of w. Kentucky and nota-
ble peak counts in these areas included a 
new state high count of 13,250 in the 
vicinity of Long Point 2 January (GP) 
with “thousands” in the Lower Hickman 
Bottoms 22 February (DR, HC); 7000 at 
Sauerheber 29 January (MMr) with “thou-
sands” there 19 February (CC); and 3000-
4000 at Ballard during the first week of 
February (CW). Other reports of interest 
included 1 at Blood River 15 December 
(HC, BH); 3 over LBL, Lyon, 16 
December (BL); ca. 2000 at Long Point 
16 December (BP, NM, KL, DW); ca. 425 
at Ballard 18 December (BP, SR, HC); 9 
at Guthrie Swamp, Todd, 6 January (MB); 
1000 at Long Point 8 January (HC, ME); 
1 in rural Trigg 14 January (BL); 1 at the 
Reformatory Lake 29 January (BP); 2 at 
Lake Linville 3 February (RDn); 6 at 
Freeman Lake 10 February (RH) with 8 
there 17 February (RH); 1 on the Ohio 
River above Warsaw 15 February (BP). 
 
Snow Goose – peak counts included ca. 
2500 at Long Point 16 December (BP, 
NM, KL, DW) and 8 January (HC, ME); 
ca. 15,000 at Sauerheber during the first 
week of February (MMr); ca. 100,000 in 
the vicinity of Ballard, with another 
20,000 along the Mississippi River, and 
10,000 along the lower Ohio River, all 6 
February (PH); 3000 on the Ohio River 
near Sauerheber 10 February (CC); 
10,000 at Sloughs 15 February (MMr); 
20,000 at Ballard with another 25,000 in 
the Upper Hickman Bottoms, Fulton, 
87,500 along the Mississippi River, and 
75,000 along the lower Ohio River, all 15 
February (PH); and “thousands” in the 
Lower Hickman Bottoms 22 February 
(DR, HC). Other reports of interest in-
cluded 45 over Mt. Zion 1 December 
(RDn); 30-35 at Green River Lake, Tay-
lor, 10 February (RDn); 
 
Ross’s Goose x Snow Goose – 1 was re-
ported in the Lower Hickman Bottoms 22 
February (DR, HC). 
 
Ross's Goose – there were a number of 
reports, all being included: 1-2 continued 
at Island Lake, Homestead, through De-
cember (m. ob.) and were last observed 16 
January (SH); 2 at Long Point 16 Decem-
ber (BP, NM, KL, DW); 2 at Ballard 18 
December (BP, HC, SR); an ad. on Lake 
Cumberland at Conley Bottom, Wayne, 19 
December (ph.RDn); 7 at Long Point 8 
January (HC, ME); 12+ at Sauerheber 11 
January (BP); 4 at McElroy 23 January 
(DR); 2 at Cave Run Lake Dam 16 
February (BP); and a new state high count 
of 95 in the Lower Hickman Bottoms 22 
February (DR, HC). 
 
Cackling Goose – there were a few reports, 
all being included: 2 at Long Point 16 
December (BP, NM, KL, DW); 15-20 at 
the Reformatory Lake 29 January (BP) 
with at least 1 there 18 February (MS); 1 
at Lake Linville 3 February (RDn); and 2 
at Freeman Lake 10 February with at least 
1 still there 12 February (RH). 
 
Gadwall – notable peak counts included a 
survey total of 7822 at Long Point 2 Jan-
uary (GP); 112 at the Reformatory Lake 
29 January (BP); and 200+ at Honker 
Lake 11 February (DR, TD). 
 
American Wigeon – notable peak counts 
included 50 at Lexington 16 December 
(SMs, RB); a survey total of 1807 at Long 
Point 2 January (GP); and 75+ at Sauer-
heber 11 January (BP). 
 
American Black Duck – notable peak 
counts included 70 on the Somerset CBC 
30 December (fide RDn); 46 at the Re-
formatory Lake 29 January (BP); and 40+ 
on a lake along KY 259, w. Grayson, 27 
February (BP). 
 
Blue-winged Teal – earliest report was of 2 
in the Lower Hickman Bottoms 22 Feb-
ruary (DR, HC). 
 
Northern Shoveler – notable peak counts 
included 47 at Lexington 16 December 
(SMs, RB); 179 at Honker Lake/Honker 
Bay 23 December (DR); a survey total of 
441 at Long Point 2 January (GP); 100+ at 
Sauerheber 11 January (BP); and 40+ at 
the Reformatory Lake 29 January (BP). 
 
Northern Pintail – modest peak counts 
included 30+ at Sauerheber 11 January 
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(BP) and ca. 25 at McElroy 23 January 
(DR). 
 
Canvasback – the February cold spell re-
sulted in an influx of birds that accounted 
for some remarkably high counts on the 
Ohio River for recent years including ca. 
300 above J.T. Meyers Dam, Union, 10 
February (CC); up to 240+ on the Ohio 
River at and upstream from Louisville 17-
19 February (DR, RDv, et al.); and 140 
above Meldahl Dam 19 February (DR, 
RDv, LM). Other peak counts included 
200+ on Lake Barkley 16 December (DR, 
HC, ME) and 350 above Barkley Dam 21 
February (DR, HC). 
 
Redhead – there was a flurry of reports dur-
ing the February cold snap including 30+ 
on the Ohio River at Louisville 17 Febru-
ary (BP); 30 on Barren 18 February (BP); 
ca. 50 above Six-Mile Island (BP) and 
110 above Meldahl Dam (DR, RDv, LM), 
both 19 February; and 30 at Minor Clark 
24 February (DPt). 
 
Greater Scaup – peak counts included 70 
on Ky Lake, Marshall, 16 December 
(DR); 10-15 on the Ohio River at Louis-
ville 17 February (BP) and 18 February 
(DR); and a new state high count of ca. 
2850 on Ky Lake, Marshall, 21 February 
(DR). Another report of interest was of 1 
at Cedar Creek Lake 8 February (RDn et 
al.). 
 
Lesser Scaup – peak counts included 85-90 
on the Ohio River at Louisville 20 Febru-
ary (BP); ca 5000+ on Ky Lake, Marshall, 
21 February (DR); and a new state high 
count of ca. 11,400 counted on Lake 
Barkley above the dam 21 February (DR, 
HC). 
 
Surf Scoter – imm. males were present at 
Meldahl Dam 18 February (BS, CBC) and 
19 February (DR, RDv, LM) and at Para-
dise 28 February (BP et al.). 
 
White-winged Scoter – it was the best year 
in a long time for the species, with all 
reports representing females/imms.: 1 at 
the Campbellsville City Lake, Taylor, 29 
December (LC, ph.BP, ph.RD, AC)–18 
February (BP); 1 on the Ohio River at 
Louisville 14 February (BP) with 3 there 
17 February (MS et al.)–19 February (DR, 
RDv), 2 still there 20 February (BP), and 
1 still there 25 February (B&MY); 3 at 
Wolf Creek Dam 18 February (ph.RDn); 
and 2 at Waitsboro 18-27 February (ph. 
RDn). 
Black Scoter – quite unexpected was an ad. 
male at Mitchell Lake, Ballard, 18 De-
cember (ph.SR, HC, BP)–21 December 
(fide CW). 
 
Long-tailed Duck – a female was present 
above Six-Mile Island 18-19 February 
(ph.T&CB, DR, RDv, et al.). 
 
Common Goldeneye – notable peak counts 
included 17 on Lake Cumberland, Russell, 
10 February (RDn); 250 on Lake Barkley 
above the dam 21 February (DR, HC); 
and a new state high count of ca. 9235 on 
Ky Lake, Marshall, 21 Feb-ruary (DR). 
 
Hooded Merganser – notable peak counts 
included 115 at Lexington 3 December 
(SMs, RB); 160 on Barren 18 February 
(BP); and 136 on Lake Peewee 19 Feb-
ruary (BP). 
 
Common Merganser – small numbers were 
present during the period including a pair 
on the Ohio River at Warsaw 9 December 
(LM); 1 on the Danville CBC 16 Decem-
ber (fide NE); up to 12 at Honker Bay 23 
December (DR); a female on Lake 
Peewee 11 January (BP); 1 at Petersburg, 
Boone, 11 February (LM); 3 above 
Markland Dam 18 February (DR, RDv); 5 
above Meldahl Dam 19 February (DR, 
 
White-winged Scoter, Taylor 
29 December 2006 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.
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RDv, LM); 20 on Cave Run Lake 16 
February (BP); 8 on Barren 18 February 
(BP); 6 above Six-Mile Island 19 
February (BP); 10 on Freeman Lake 25 
February (B& MY); and 6 at Homestead 
28 February (BP). 
 
Red-breasted Merganser – small numbers 
were present at scattered locales through-
out the period with peak counts of 13 at 
Waitsboro 25 December (RDn) and 70 on 
Lake Barkley above the dam 21 February 
(DR) 
 
Ruddy Duck – peak counts included 150-
200 on Lake Peewee 15/28 December (BP 
et al.) and 180 on Lake Barkley above the 
dam 21 February (DR, HC). 
 
Wild Turkey – peak counts included 95 in 
e. Muhlenberg 10 December (P&SF) and 
130+ in se. Muhlenberg 28 December 
(BP, EH, JH). 
 
Red-throated Loon – there were two re-
ports: 1 on Ky Lake, Marshall, 11 Feb-
ruary (ph.DR, TD) and 1 on Barren 16 
February (ph.DR)–18 February (BP). 
Pacific Loon – a juv. was reported on De-
mumbers Bay, Lake Barkley, Lyon, 4 
December (*BL). KBRC review required. 
 
Common Loon – small numbers lingered 
throughout the winter at traditional lo-
cales; notable reports included 37 on Lake 
Cumberland at Rowena Road, Russell, 2 
December (RDn); 8-10 on Barren 3 De-
cember (DR); 15 on Lake Barkley 16 
December (DR, HC, ME); 7 on Ky Lake 
s. of Newburg, Calloway, 3 January (BP); 
1 at Cedar Creek Lake 8 February (RDn); 
and 50-60 on Ky Lake, Marshall, 21 
February (DR). 
 
Pied-billed Grebe – notable peak counts 
included 100+ on Ky Lake above Ky Dam 
10 February (BP, B&MY) and 128 on 
Lake Peewee 19 February (BP). 
 
Horned Grebe – notable counts included 70 
on Lake Cumberland at Fall Creek, 
Wayne, 2 December (RDn); at least 215 
on Ky Lake above the dam 15 December 
(BP); 68 on Lake Cumberland, Wayne, 19 
December (fide RDn); 41 on Lake Cum-
berland at Conley Bottom, Wayne, 10 
January (RDn); 48 on Lake Cumberland 
at Rowena Road, Russell, 7 February 
(RDn); 50+ still on Ky Lake, Marshall, 11 
February (DR, TD); ca. 40 at Cave Run 
Lake 16 February (BP); and 100+ on Ky 
Lake, Marshall, 21 February (DR). 
 
Red-necked Grebe – there were two re-
ports: 1 at Green River Lake near the state 
dock, Taylor, 29 December/2 January (ph. 
BP, AC, RDn) and 1 above Meldahl Dam 
19 February (ph. DR, RDv, LM). 
 
Eared Grebe – there were four reports: 1 at 
Paradise 3 December (ph.DR)–9 Decem-
ber (BP, KOS); 1 on Ky Lake at Keniana, 
Calloway, 3 January (HC, WW); 1 on Ky 
Lake, Marshall, 11 February (DR, TD); 
and 1 at Paradise 28 February (ph.BP, ph. 
DR). 
 
American White Pelican – small to mod-
erate numbers lingered into mid-winter 
with ca. 100 on Ky Lake, Marshall, 16 
December (DR); 160 at Blood River 23 
December (HC); 250+ over Honker Bay 
23 December/11 February (DR); and 80 
 
Red-throated Loon, Barren River Lake 
16 February 2007 
David Roemer 
 
Eared Grebe, Muhlenberg 
3 December 2006 
David Roemer 
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on Lake Barkley above the dam 21 Feb-
ruary (DR, HC). 
 
Neotropic Cormorant – 1 was present with 
3 Double-cresteds at Paradise 28 February 
(ph./*BP, ph. DR). KBRC review re-
quired.  
 
Double-crested Cormorant – only a few 
lingered at scattered locales through the 
mid-winter period; peak count during ear-
ly winter was of 350+ on Lake Barkley 23 
December (DR). 
 
American Bittern – a lingering individual 
was still at Sinclair 9 December (RDn, 
HC, ME). 
 
Black-crowned Night-Heron – 1 was still 
present at Lexington 3 December (SMs, 
RB); 1-2 were present at Paradise into late 
December (m. ob.) with 2 there 28 De-
cember (BP, EH, JH) and 1 each there 
(MB et al.) and at Ken Hopewell (MWa) 
30 December; 1 at Paradise 5 February 
(DR) suggested that at least 1 overwin-
tered at that locale. 
 
Black Vulture – again this winter, large 
numbers congregated at Frankfort, with 
399 tallied on the local CBC 16 December 
(fide PG), and an estimated one-third of 
1100 vultures at a roost there 18 January 
being Blacks (BP). 
 
Turkey Vulture – a mixed-species vulture 
roost of several hundred birds consisting 
mostly of Turkeys was present outside of 
Radcliff, Hardin, in early December, but 
broke up in response to harassment (fide 
DPn); ca. two-thirds of a mixed-species 
roost of 1100 vultures at Frankfort 18 
January were Turkeys (BP). 
 
Osprey – the earliest report was of a new 
state-record early bird on Lake Barkley, 
Trigg, 28 February (HC). 
 
Bald Eagle – an ad. from Grape Creek, 
Magoffin, was turned in to Raptor Rehab-
ilitation of Ky with lead poisoning 8 De-
cember (EW). 
 
Red-tailed Hawk – reports of western forms 
included a dark or intermediate morph B. 
j. harlani near Lake Linville 8/23 Decem-
ber (ph.RDn); a light morph B. j. calurus 
“intergrade” at the WKU farm, Warren, 
15 December through the period for the 
3rd year in a row (DR); an ad. Krider’s 
form near Long Point 16 December (BP, 
NM, KL, DW); a dark morph B. j. calurus 
at Mt. Zion 17 December (RDn); a light 
morph ad. B. j. calurus in s. Warren 8 
January for at least the 3rd year in a row 
(DR); a dark or intermediate morph B. j. 
calurus at Long Point 8 January (HC, 
ME); a dark morph ad. B. j. harlani along 
Clear Creek, Hopkins, 11 January (BP); a 
dark or intermediate morph B. j. harlani at 
Fishing Creek 27 January (*RDn); and a 
light morph ad. B. j. calurus x Krider’s 
form at McElroy for the 3rd year in a row 
23 January (DR). 
 
Rough-legged Hawk – the species was not 
numerous again this winter; singles were 
present at Ken Hopewell/Homestead, Sin-
clair and Gibraltar, and 1-2 were present 
at East Volunteer, all through the period 
(m. ob.) 
 
Golden Eagle – there were a few reports, all 
being included: a juv. at LBL, Lyon, 9/16 
December (BL) with another or the same 
individual n. of Barkley Dam, Lyon, 16 
December (DR, HC, ME); 1 over Hopkins 
16 December (DR); 1 at Long Point 17 
December (JW, fide MG); up to 3 in the 
traditional area of Bernheim Forest, Bul-
litt/Nelson, during December and January 
(B&MY, EH, JH, et al.); a juv. at Green 
River WMA, Adair, 10 February (RDn); 
and a juv. at Minor Clark 18 February 
(*SF). 
Neotropic Cormorant, Muhlenberg 
28 February 2007 
David Roemer 
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Merlin – there were several reports, all be-
ing included: 1 at East Volunteer 15 De-
cember (BP); a male. s. of Science Hill, 
Pulaski, 30 December (GC, JK, L&TM); 
a female of the prairie race, F. c. richard-
sonii, at Riverqueen 11/17 January (BP et 
al.) and 1 there 10 February (BP, B& 
MY); 1 along Concord-Caddo Road, Pen-
dleton, 1 January (LM); 1 turned in in-
jured to Raptor Rehabilitation of Ky from 
Breckinridge Lane, Louisville, 13 January 
(EW); 1 at Surrey Hills Farm 19 January 
(BP); 1 at Dayton, Campbell, 11-14 Feb-
ruary (FR); 1 at Sinclair 5 February (DR); 
and 1 along Mark Welborn Rd., ne. Pu-
laski, 19 February (ph.RDn). 
 
Peregrine Falcon – the Louisville pair was 
seen at the Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson, 
during the period (m. ob.) as were 1-2 
birds on the I-275 bridge, Campbell (FR); 
the only other reports were of 1 over 
Shaker Mill 10 December (DR) and 1 at 
Meldahl Dam 1 January (LM). 
 
Virginia Rail – there were a few reports of 
likely wintering individuals, all being in-
cluded: 4 heard just e. of Drakesboro, 
Muhlenberg, 9 December (BP, KOS) with 
2 calling there 28 February (BP) and a 
total of 6 birds calling at three locales in 
se. Muhlenberg 30 December (BP, AC). 
 
Sandhill Crane – southbound flocks of 
Sandhill Cranes continued through the 
CBC period with 1-60 reported on eight 
counts; the mild weather that continued 
into January resulted in a large number of 
birds short-stopping in w. Hardin without 
proceeding farther, and 3600+ were ob-
served there 28 January (LB, BP) with ca. 
6000 estimated there 30 January (DR) and 
ca. 2000 still present in the area 23 Febru-
ary (RDv, BD). The cold weather of early 
February forced most to retreat a bit far-
ther south, but as soon as the cold weather 
broke during the third week of the month, 
birds were moving back north in full force 
with numerous flocks reported during the 
last week of the month. Reports of interest 
outside of the main flight corridor in-
cluded 2 over Pleasant Hill Church Road 
23 December (BL); ca. 50 n. of Madison-
ville, Hopkins, 17 January (KW); 6 along 
the Licking River near Minor Clark, Bath, 
19 February (MWr); and 75 near Dot, 
Logan, 24 February (FL). 
 
Greater Yellowlegs – quite unusual for 
mid-winter, and possibly an early migrant, 
was 1 at Guthrie Swamp, Todd, 21 Jan-
uary (ph.DR, MB). 
 
Lesser Yellowlegs – earliest reports were of 
3 at Sauerheber 24 February (HC, ME, 
RDn) and 2 at Chaney Lake, Warren, 26 
February (DR). 
 
Western Sandpiper – a very tardy indiv-
idual was present at Jonathan Creek 15 
December (HC, BH). 
 
Least Sandpiper – small numbers were 
present off and on at Blood River and 
Jonathan Creek during the period with the 
following peak counts: 109 at Jonathan 
Creek 29 January (BH) and 94 there 16 
February (HC). The only other report for 
the period was of 3 at Sauerheber 24 
February (HC, ME, RDn). 
 
Pectoral Sandpiper – earliest report was of 
1 at Chaney Lake, Warren, 26 February 
(DR). 
 
Wilson’s Snipe – peak count was 80 at 
Long Point 16 December (BP, NM, KL, 
DW). 
 
American Woodcock – the mild early win-
ter period was conducive to enticing small 
numbers to linger in the state, and 1-5 
were reported on 10 CBCs; the species 
disappeared during the cold snap in early 
February, but numbers were back in full 
force by the last week of the month (m. 
ob.). 
 
Franklin’s Gull – the only report was of a 
first-year bird at Fishing Creek 1 Decem-
ber (ph.RDn). 
 
Bonaparte’s Gull – notable counts includ-
ed ca. 2100 that came to roost on Ky Lake 
at the mouth of Blood River 3 January 
(BP); 200+ at Cave Run Lake 3 January 
(JBr); 100 at Wolf Creek Dam 7 Febru-
ary (RDn); 1000+ on Ky Lake above the 
dam 10 February (BP, B&MY) with 
7000-10,000 estimated on Ky Lake 11 
February (DR, TD); and 200+ at Barren 
20 February (DR). 
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Ring-billed Gull – it was an odd winter for 
this species, with below-average numbers 
reported across the state prior to the cold 
snap in early February. Some impressive 
peak counts occurred during February and 
included at least 10,000 and possibly up to 
25,000 birds on Ky Lake in the vicinity of 
Ky Dam 6-7 February (BP); ca. 700 at 
Wolf Creek Dam 7 February with ca. 
1000 there 18 February (RDn); an esti-
mate of 40,000 on Ky Lake 11 February 
(DR, TD); 1000-1500 at Cave Run Lake 
16 February (BP); 1000-1100 above the 
dam at Barren 17 February (DR); 1000+ 
at Markland Dam 18 February (DR, 
RDv); 2500-3000 at Meldahl Dam 19 
February (DR, RDv, LM); and 600-700 
near Woodburn, Warren, 25 February 
(DR). 
 
Herring Gull – peak counts occurred during 
the early February cold spell and included 
several hundred at Ky Dam 6-7 February 
(BP); 250-300 on Ky Lake 11 February 
(DR, TD); 85 on the Covington water-
front, Kenton, 15 February (FR); 200+ in 
the vicinity of Markland Dam 18 February 
(DR, RDv); 415+ in the vicinity of Mel-
dahl Dam 19 February (DR, RDv, LM); 
and at least 105 at Cave Run Lake 16 
February (BP). 
 
Thayer’s Gull – the only reports were of an 
ad. below Ky Dam 7/10 February (ph.BP 
et al.) and an ad. at Barkley Dam 21 
February (DR, HC). 
 
Lesser Black-backed Gull – there were 
several reports in the western part of the 
state, all being included: an ad. on Ky 
Lake above the dam 15 December (BP); 2 
and possibly 3 third-year/fourth-year/ad. 
birds below Ky Dam 6-7 February (BP) 
with 1 still there 10 February (BP, B& 
MY); an ad. at Jonathan Creek 8 Febru-
ary (HC); and a first-year bird at Barkley 
Dam and an ad. or third-year bird on Ky 
Lake, Marshall, both 11 February (DR, 
TD). An ad. (ph.DR) and a first-year bird 
(DR, RDv) at Markland Dam 18 Feb-
ruary; and an ad. above Six-Mile Island, 
Jefferson, 19 February (ph.BP; JBe, PB) 
represented the first-ever reports for the 
Ohio River above Smithland Dam. 
 
Great Black-backed Gull – there were two 
reports: a second-year bird below Ky Dam 
6-7 February (ph.BP); and 2 first-year 
birds over Markland Dam 18 February 
(DR, RDv). KBRC review required. 
 
Sabine’s Gull – a juv. at Honker Bay 16 
December (vt.SW, et al.)–3 January (BP) 
represents a first winter record for the 
state. KBRC review required. 
 
Forster’s Tern – a few individuals were 
seen off and on at Blood River and Jon-
athan Creek during the period, with a peak 
count of 5 at Blood River 15 December 
(HC, BH). 
 
Eurasian Collared-Dove – reports in new 
areas included 3 at Fairfield, Nelson, 14 




Great Black-backed Gull, Ky Dam 
6 February 2007 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.
 
Sabine’s Gull, Lyon 
23 December 2006 
David Roemer 
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Barn Owl – the only reports were of a road-
killed bird s. of Plummers Mill, Fleming, 
30 December (SF) and 1 in Calloway 3 
January (HC). 
 
Long-eared Owl – the only reports were of 
2-4 at Riverqueen during the period (BP, 
et al.). 
 
Short-eared Owl – more numerous than 
usual this winter with up to 10 at Sinclair 
during December (P&SF et al.); a total of 
17 on the Paradise CBC 30 December 
(fide BP); and 3-4 still at Sinclair 28 
February (BP). Also reported were 1 at 
East Volunteer 11 January (BP); 4 at Gib-
raltar 15 January (BP, EH, LM); 1 at 
Riverqueen 10 February (BP, B&MY); 1 
in ne. Jefferson 18 February (ph.KT); and 
1 near Grassy Pond Unit Sloughs WMA, 
Henderson, 24 February (CC). 
 
Northern Saw-whet Owl – the only report 
was of 1 heard at Bear Creek, Big South 
Fork, McCreary, 3 January (RDn, JD). 
 
Rufous Hummingbird – with a mild late 
fall/early winter period, it was late in the 
season before reports of winter humming-
birds ceased to come in. As noted in the 
fall season report, both earlier birds de-
parted by the end of November, but 2 
were reported later and included an ad. 
female at Louisville that was first noted 
around Thanksgiving, banded 20 Decem-
ber, and lingered through the entire period 
(MC, RT, BP, MMn) and an imm. female 
at Frankfort that was first noted in early 
November, banded 12 February, and lin-
gered to 15 February (N&RG, BP, MMn). 
Red-headed Woodpecker – numerous in 
bottomland forests of w. Kentucky again 
this winter, being especially conspicuous 
at Ballard and in LBL. 
 
Loggerhead Shrike – the bird at Garvin 
Brown, ne. Jefferson, was seen in mid-
December (BW). 
 
White-eyed Vireo – 1 at Lost River Park, 
Warren, 29 December (*DB) was either 
tardy or overwintering. 
 
Common Raven – 1 was heard near Rebel 
Rock, Harlan, 23 February (BP et al.). 
 
Purple Martin – earliest report originated 
from se. Monroe, 25 February (JT fide 
TC). 
 
Tree Swallow – earliest reports were of 2 in 
the Upper Hickman Bottoms, Fulton, 22 
February (DR); 3 in the LBL area 25 Feb-
ruary (HC, KOS); and at least 17 at Cool-
ey’s Pond, Wayne, 27 February (RDn). 
 
Red-breasted Nuthatch – very few were 
present this winter, with 1-4 reported on 
only six CBCs; small numbers were ob-
served in traditional wintering areas in-
cluding 6 at Riverqueen 15 December 
(BP). Also reported was 1 at Rebel Rock, 
Harlan, 23 February (BP). 
 
House Wren – singles were reported on 
three CBCs as follows: 1 heard at Surrey 
Hills Farm 17 December (MWa); 1 in 
Wayne 19 December (fide RDn); and 1 on 
the Green River Lake count 29 December 
(fide LC). 
 
Sedge Wren – at least 1 and possibly 2 at 
Long Point 16 December (BP, NM, DW) 
and 1 near West Ky WMA, McCracken, 
18 December (BP, SR) were likely over-
wintering. 
 
Marsh Wren – all reports are included: 2 
heard just e. of Drakesboro, Muhlenberg, 
9 December (BP, KOS); 1 at Ballard 18 
December (BP, HC, SR); and 2 at Gibral-
tar 28 December (BP, EH, JH) and 30 
December (BP, AC). 
 
Eastern Bluebird – following the cold snap 
of mid-February, very few individuals 
appeared to be present in many portions 
of n.-cen. Kentucky, suggesting that mor-
tality may have been high in this area; 
 
Rufous Hummingbird, Jefferson 
31 January 2007 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.
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summer 2007 BBS surveys should con-
firm the cold temperature’s effect. 
 
Hermit Thrush – a tally of at least 13 at 
Raven Run Nature Preserve, Fayette, 10 
December (SMs, RB) was impressive. 
 
Gray Catbird – the only report was of 1 on 
the Danville CBC 16 December (fide 
NE). 
 
American Pipit – not especially conspic-
uous this winter with 1-51 reported on 
only eight CBCs; peak counts were of 150 
at Walton’s Pond, Warren, (DR) and ca. 
100 at Morgan’s Pond, Christian (MB, 
DR), both 21 January; 150+ in Barren and 
Allen 17 February (DR) and ca. 50 near 
Barren 18 February (BP). 
 
Cedar Waxwing – below-average numbers 
were present into early January (1-124 
reported on 17 of 29 CBCs), but an influx 
or wave of birds was noted 17 January 
(BP et al.) and 5 February (DR). 
 
Orange-crowned Warbler – 1 was present 
along Figgett Bend Road, ne. Hart, 2 Jan-
uary (BP) and subsequently in January 
(CF). 
 
Cape May Warbler – a male in LBL, 
Trigg, 16 December (ph.DR) represented 
a first winter record for the state. 
 
Pine Warbler – there were several early 
winter reports including 1-4 on four 
CBCs; the species made an obvious return 
to scattered locales during the last week of 
February (m. ob.). 
Palm Warbler – there were very few re-
ports during the period including 1 at Bar-
ren, Allen, 1 December (DR); 1 at Long 
Point 16 December (BP, NM, KL, DW); 2 
on the Danville CBC, 16 December (fide 
NE); and 1 on the Wayne CBC 19 Decem-
ber (fide RDn). 
 
Common Yellowthroat – a tardy bird was 
seen at Pumphrey Farm, Pulaski, 5 De-
cember (RDn, GH). 
 
Spotted Towhee – the male that wintered 
along Figgett Bend Road, Hart, last year 
returned and was observed 12 December 
through the period (CF, BB, et al.). 
 
American Tree Sparrow – the species was 
noted in about-average numbers with 1-27 
reported on 12 CBCs, although an influx 
arrived with the cold spell of early to mid-
February when small numbers showed up 
at feeders at many locales (m. ob.). Peak 
count was of 70+ at Sinclair 5 February 
(DR). 
 
Chipping Sparrow – the species continues 
to be well-represented on CBCs, with 1-
24 reported on 11 counts; also reported 
later in the season were up to 11+ at 
Shaker Mill through the period (DR); 3-4 
most of the winter along Pleasant Hill 
Church Road (BL, PL); 4 at Rocky Hill, 
Barren, (BP) and 5 at Mystic View, 
Wayne, (RDn), both 18 February; and 8-
10 in Barren 20 February (DR). 
 
Le Conte’s Sparrow – there were several 
reports, all being included: at least 1 be-
low Barkley Dam, Lyon, 5 December 
(SA) and 16 December (HC et al.); 4 at 
Ballard 18 December (BP, HC, SR); 6 at 
Gibraltar (BP, AC) and 1 at Sinclair (MB, 
HC), both 30 December; 1 nw. of Boat-
wright, Calloway, 3 January (ph.BP); and 
1 in the Green River bottoms near Provo, 
Butler, 28 February (BP). 
 
White-crowned Sparrow – peak counts in-
cluded a tally of 267 in n. Boone 16 De-
cember (NK, DG) and 192 on the Som-
erset CBC 30 December (fide RDn). 
 
Lapland Longspur – 50-100 at Open Pond , 
Fulton, 16 December with a few scattered 
elsewhere in vicinity of Lake No. 9, Ful-
ton, all 16 December (BP, NM, KL, DW); 
Cape May Warbler, Trigg 
16 December 2006 
David Roemer 
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1 over Clarks River NWR, Marshall, 17 
December (BP); 25+ e. of Monkey’s Eye-
brow, Ballard, and 130+ along Smokey 
Road, Ballard, 18 December (BP); 210 
near Woodburn, Warren 21 December 
(DR); and 8 in s. Logan 28 December 
(DR); 1 in ne. Calloway 3 January (BP); 4 
near Dot, Logan, 4 February (FL); several 
along US 127 N of Owenton, Owen, and 
75+ s. of Warsaw, both 15 February (BP); 
200+ at Chamberlain Lane, ne. Jefferson, 
17 February (BP, B&MY); singles at 
three locales in w. Boone 18 February 
(LM); 2 near Burlington, Boone, 19 Feb-
ruary (LM); and 1 along the Green River 
n. of Provo, Butler, 28 February (BP). 
Snow Bunting – the cold snap of early to 
mid-February brought decent numbers to 
n.-cen. Kentucky as follows: 1 s. of War-
saw 15 February (ph.BP); 1 in ne. Jef-
ferson 18 February (JBe, PB, et al.); small 
flocks up to 19 birds near Burlington and 
in w. Boone and ne. Gallatin 18 February 
(LM); 6-8 at Meldahl Dam 19 February 
(DR, RDv, LM); a peak count of ca. 60 
along Aurora Ferry Road, w. Boone, 19 
February (LM); 1 at Minor Clark 19 Feb-
ruary (MWr); and at least 2 at Petersburg, 
Boone, 21 February (LP). 
 
Western Meadowlark – the only report was 
of 2 in the Lower Hickman Bottoms 22 
February (vt.DR, HC). 
 
Rusty Blackbird – small to moderate num-
bers were present during the period 
including 2-150 on five CBCs; additional 
reports of interest included 100 at Jon-
athan Creek 15 December (HC, BH); 50 
along the Ohio River, Gallatin, 19 Feb-
ruary (DR) and 90 near Jonathan Creek 21 
February (BL). 
 
Brewer’s Blackbird – there were three re-
ports: 2 along KY 744 e. of Monkeys 
Eyebrow, Ballard, and 11 along Smokey 
Road, Ballard, both 18 December (BP) 
and 1 at the WKU Farm, Warren, 23 Feb-
ruary (DR). 
 
Baltimore Oriole – an imm. female visited 
a yard at Frankfort from mid-January to 
mid-February (ph.MAS). 
 
Scott’s Oriole – the rarity highlight of the 
winter season was an imm. female that 
was present in a yard n. of Frankfort from 
early February through the end of the 
period (ph.F&DS, m. ob.). KBRC review 
required. 
 
Purple Finch – the species was present in 
extremely low numbers, with 1-11 re-
ported on only eight CBCs; there were a 
Baltimore Oriole, Franklin 
early February 2007 
Mary Ann Scott 
 
Scott’s Oriole, Franklin 
8 February 2007 
David Roemer 
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few more reported during February, but 
peak counts were remarkably low and 
included 2-5 along Pleasant Hill Church 
Road during the period (BL, PL). 
Pine Siskin – the only report during the en-
tire period was 1 on the Richmond CBC, 
16 December (*SMt). 
 
 Observers: Steve Anderson (SA); Bruce Bardin (BB); Tom & Colleen Becker 
(T&CB); Lucia Beeler (LB); Jane Bell (JBe); Pat Bell (PB); Mark Bennett (MB); J.P. & 
Jane Brantley (J&JB); David Brown (DB); John Brunjes (JBr); Rhonda Bryant (RB); Terry 
Campbell (TC); Shane Carnahan (SC); Hap Chambers (HC); Mary Cleary (MC); Amy 
Covert (AC); Granville Cox (GC); Charlie Crawford (CC); Lloyd Curry (LC); Julie Denton 
(JD); Roseanna Denton (RDn); Bonnie Dever (BD); Robert Dever (RDv); Tom Durbin 
(TD); Melissa Easley (ME); Neil Eklund (NE); Jackie Elmore (JE); Preston & Shari 
Forsythe (P&SF); Scott Freidhof (SF); Carol Friedman (CF); Peggy Gould (PG); Darlena 
Graham (DG); Nora & Rich Green (N&RG); Mark Greene (MG); Pat Hahs (PH); Scott 
Harp (SH); Barry Hart (BH); Richard Healy (RH); Gay Hodges (GH); Tim Houghton (TH); 
Eddie Huber (EH); Jennifer Huber (JH); Ned Keller (NK); James Kiser (JK); Ken Leggett 
(KL); Bill Lisowsky (BL); Paula Lisowsky (PL); Frank Lyne (FL); Scott Marsh (SMs); 
Sarah Martin (SMt); Lee McNeely (LM); Lynda & Tom Mills (L&TM); Mark Monroe 
(MMn); Nancy Moore (NM); Eveyln Morgan (EM); Mike Morton (MMr); Dale Painter 
(DPn); Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BP); David Patick (DPt); Larry Peavler (LP); Gary Pogue 
(GP); Scott Record (SR); Frank Renfrow (FR); David Roemer (DR); Mary Ann Scott 
(MAS); Fran & David Slezak (F&DS); Bill Stanley (BS); Matt Stickel (MS); Kevin 
Thompson (KT); Russ Thompson (RT); Jason Troyer (JT); Major Waltman (MWa); Donna 
Ward (DW); Wendell Webb (WW); Steve White (SW); Eileen Wicker (EW); Charlie 
Wilkins (CW); Katie Williams (KW); Jeff Wilson (JW); Mike Wright (MWr); Ben & Mary 
Yandell (B&MY); multiple observers (m.ob); Cincinnati Bird Club (CBC); Ky 
Ornithological Society (KOS); Somerset Bird Club (SBC). 
 
KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY  
SPRING 2007 MEETING 
April 27-29, 2007 
Powderly, Muhlenberg County, Kentucky 
 
John Brunjes, Recording Secretary 
 
 The Spring 2007 meeting of the Kentucky Ornithological Society was held at the 
Convention Center Inn, at Powderly, Muhlenberg County. President Mark Bennett called 
the meeting to order by welcoming members and guests. Attendance was quite good and 
included numerous first-time attendees and guests from as far as Idaho and England.  
 Mark Bennett and David Roemer made the evening’s first presentation on behalf of the 
Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). Mr. Bennett provided an informative dis-
cussion on appropriate procedures for the reporting of rare, truly unusual, and out-of-season 
observations. He highlighted numerous rare birds recently seen for which the KBRC had 
not received documentation. Mr. Bennett strongly encouraged each birder to report rare or 
out-of-season birds to the committee on a proper form, located on the KOS website at the 
following link: (http://www.biology.eku.edu/KOS/KBRCreportform.pdf). Mr. Roemer con-
tinued the presentation by discussing how to document observations properly. He noted that 
there are several critical parts to a written documentation, one of the most important of 
which is a comparison between the bird being described and similar species with which it 
might be confused. Mr. Roemer also encouraged members to photo-document their 
sightings. 
 The second presentation of the evening was by Dr. Win Ahrens. Dr. Ahrens provided a 
travelogue style presentation of a recent trip to Antarctica. He presented some excellent 
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slides of Antarctic birds and numerous breathtaking pictures of the Antarctic landscape. He 
also showed slides and discussed pre-and post trip birds seen in Chile and Argentina. 
 After the presentations, Mark Bennett called Hap Chambers to the podium. He pre-
sented her with a framed copy of the eulogy she gave at Dr. Clell T. Peterson’s memorial 
service. He asked Hap to share the eulogy with the KOS membership present. Ms. Cham-
bers read the very moving eulogy so that everyone might share in some of her experiences 
with her mentor and a past KOS president. 
 Mark Bennett concluded the evening’s meeting with announcements concerning 
Saturday’s field trips. Everyone in attendance then adjourned to snacks and soda at the 
social following the meeting.  
 Saturday field trips were greeted by wonderful, sunny spring weather. Threats of rain 
evaporated overnight. The Peabody Wildlife Management Area was the focus of the week-
end’s birding. Two Saturday morning field trips covered areas of the WMA. The first was 
to the Sinclair Unit in Muhlenberg County and was led by David Roemer. The second field 
trip covered the Homestead Unit in Ohio County and was led by Brainard Palmer-Ball. A 
Saturday afternoon field trip returned to the Sinclair Unit and was led by Larry Peavler. 
Field trip highlights included sightings of Great Egret, the Great Blue Heron rookery on the 
Sinclair Unit, several Bell's Vireos, Henslow's Sparrows, and Grasshopper Sparrows, as 
well as numerous Blue Grosbeaks and Orchard Orioles. Multiple Bald Eagles, several other 
raptor species, several shorebird species, and numerous species of swallows, warblers and 
sparrows were also observed. The KOS board meeting was held at 2:30 pm CDT and was 
followed by a meeting of the KBRC at 4:30 pm CDT. 
 The Saturday evening meeting was called to order by president Mark Bennett. He 
introduced the evening’s featured speaker, Dr. Jim Giocomo, a post-doctoral research 
associate at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. His talk, entitled "Ecology and 
habitat requirements of grassland birds in the eastern United States", was timely, as many 
members saw the Henslow's and Grasshopper sparrows at Peabody WMA earlier in the day. 
His research initially focused on finding nests in the Fort Campbell Military Reservation of 
Kentucky and Tennessee, and his team has found approximately 1500 nests of 43 species, 
with 120 Henslow's Sparrow nest records. He is expanding his research to include 
the historical “Big Barrens” area that includes portions of Trigg, Christian, Todd, Logan, 
and Simpson counties of Kentucky. Many of the grassland species have declined nationally 
since 1966, based on the Breeding Bird Survey data. Despite the nationwide decline in 
Henslow's sparrow since 1966, there are reasons for hope. Within the Central Hardwoods 
Bird Conservation Region, a large portion of which lies in Kentucky, there has been an 
annual increase since 1980. Dr. Giocomo is interested in obtaining nesting occurrence 
records of Henslow's Sparrows throughout Kentucky and Tennessee. He has developed a 
standardized reporting form, and members interested in participating may refer to his web 
site at http://web.utk.edu/~jgiocomo/. 
 Following Dr. Giocomo’s presentation, a silent auction of member-donated items was 
held. Over $240 was raised by the auction for the Society. President Bennett thanked 
members Hap Chambers and Dona Coates for organizing the silent auction. He also thanked 
the Kentucky Bird Records Committee, Win Ahrens, and Dr. Giocomo for program presen-
tations, Brainard Palmer-Ball, David Roemer, and Larry Peavler for field trip leadership, 
and all persons in attendance for their support. 
 Dr. Blaine Ferrell tallied the preliminary weekend list of 124 species. The Sunday 
morning field trip was slated to return to the Sinclair Unit of the WMA while some 
members would journey to the Sloughs WMA, Henderson County, to search for the 
recently sighted Glossy Ibis. The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm CDT to a social 
with refreshments and the conclusion of the silent auction. 
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Attendance at the Spring 2007 Meeting 
 
Berea: Judith Singleton 
Bowling Green: Valerie Brown, Blaine Ferrell, David & Joan Roemer, Alice Rowe,  
 Marvin Russell 
Browder: Preston & Shari Forsythe 
Burlington:  Kathy & Joe Caminiti, Lee McNeely 
Central City: Jacob & Susan Neace 
Cox’s Creek: Dona Coates 
Danville: Bill & Margaret Case 
Eddyville: Ken & Betty Leggett 
Frankfort: John Brunjes, Amy Covert, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Shawchyi  
 Vorisek 
Glasgow: Linda Craiger 
Hebron: Donna O’Daniel 
Lexington: Rhonda Bryant, Scott Marsh 
Louisville: Carol Besse, Robert & Bonnie Dever, Gary Sprandel, Gene  
 Stinchcomb 
Madisonville: Linda Holt 
Morehead: Fred Busroe, Katie Busroe 
Morgantown: Carroll & Doris Tichenor 
Murray: Hap Chambers, Kathy & Michael Cohen, Melissa Easley 
Owensboro: Marilee & Wendell Thompson 
Prospect: Win Ahrens 
Richmond: Gary Ritchison 
Russellville: Mark Bennett 
Science Hill: Roseanna Denton 
Somerset: Gay Hodges, Connie Neeley 
Union: Tillman Burnett 
Lewiston, ID: Jerry Cebula 
Carmel, IN: Lou Anne Barriger 
Indianapolis, IN: Larry Peavler 
Dearborn, MI: Julie Craves, Darrin O’Brien 
Stafford, England: Frank Gribble 
 
Bird Species Observed at the KOS Spring 2007 Meeting 
Powderly, Kentucky, and Peabody Wildlife Management Area Vicinity  
(Muhlenberg and Ohio counties) 
 
The following bird species were observed during the weekend of April 27-29: Canada 
Goose, Wood Duck, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Ring-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Wild 
Turkey, Northern Bobwhite, Pied-billed Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Least Bittern, 
Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Green Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Black Vulture, 
Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper’s 
Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, 
Virginia Rail, Sora, American Coot, Sandhill Crane, Killdeer, Lesser Yellowlegs, Solitary 
Sandpiper, Spotted Sandpiper, Western Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, 
Wilson’s Snipe, American Woodcock, Caspian Tern, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Barred 
Owl, Chuck-will’s Widow, Whip-poor-will, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, 
Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Wood-
pecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Least Flycatcher, 
Eastern Phoebe, Great-crested Flycatcher, Eastern Kingbird, White-eyed Vireo, Bell’s 
Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue 
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Jay, American Crow, Horned Lark, Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow, Bank Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Barn Swallow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted 
Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, Carolina Wren, House Wren, Marsh Wren, Ruby-
crowned Kinglet, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Eastern Bluebird, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Swain-
son’s Thrush, Wood Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Northern Mockingbird, Brown 
Thrasher, European Starling, Cedar Waxwing, Blue-winged Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, 
Nashville Warbler, Northern Parula, Yellow Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Yellow-rumped 
Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, Pine Warbler, Prairie 
Warbler, Palm Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Ovenbird, Northern 
Waterthrush, Louisiana Water-thrush, Kentucky Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow-
breasted Chat, Summer Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, 
Field Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Henslow’s Sparrow, Song 
Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Northern 
Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel, Red-winged 
Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Orchard Ori-




Scott’s Oriole in Franklin County 
 
 On 5 February 2007, David and Fran Slezak emailed photographs of an oriole that had 
been frequenting their suet feeder since 1 February to K.O.S. Birdline facilitator, Scott 
Marsh. Marsh, in turn, emailed the photographs to me the following day. The bird’s identity 
was not clear to me, so I forwarded them to Paul Lehman and David Roemer, who each 
suggested that the bird looked like a Scott’s Oriole (Icterus parisorum), a bird of the south-
western United States and Mexico. 
 On 8 February 2007, several birders visited the Slezak’s home about 5 miles (8 km) 
north of Frankfort, Franklin County, and found that the bird was, in fact, a Scott’s Oriole, 
probably a first-year female. The Slezak’s were kind enough to allow birders to visit their 
home and yard, and the bird was seen by more than 50 individuals in the following weeks. 
The oriole continued daily visits to their yard into mid-April, and they last observed it 23 
April 2007. During its stay, the bird fed primarily on suet cakes, with occasional forays onto 
the sunflower shelf feeder to pick through the seed. As far as I am aware, no vocalizations 
were ever heard. 
 The Scott’s Oriole was very distinctive in appearance; the bright feathers of its body 
plumage were quite yellow, showing no hint of orange so characteristic of most oriole 
species (see images on front and back covers). It was also a large oriole, being relatively 
similar in size to nearby Northern Cardinals (Cardinalis cardinalis) at the Slezak’s feeders. 
The bird’s bill was very long and straight; approximately the basal one-third of the 
mandible was grayish, but the remainder was black. The throat, breast, belly, and undertail 
were bright yellowish with a hint of greenish or olive, with yellow of the face, neck, and 
rump quite muted by a strong suffusion of olive. The back feathers were primarily medium 
grayish with darker centers and lighter edgings making for a distinctive pattern. The tail 
feathers were mostly olive-yellow, with distal portions darker than proximal portions and 
the central feathers darker than the others; only the slightest traces of light margins to the 
tips to the outer feathers could be detected in photographs of the bird. The flight feathers 
and tertials were mostly dark grayish, with light outer margins; the greater and median wing 
coverts were broadly tipped with white forming two very distinctive wing bars, while the 
lesser coverts were largely yellow at the bend of the wing. The underwing linings appeared 
yellowish-olive, but were never seen extremely well. The bases of at least a few throat 
feathers appeared to have some blackish color on them, making for only the slightest hint of 
adult pattern. David Roemer sent images of the bird to Peter Pyle, a North American 
authority on bird plumages; he agreed it was in its first year and almost certainly a female. 
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 This Scott’s Oriole is the first to be reported in Kentucky and one of only a few in the 
midwestern United States. An unpublished summary of mid-continent North American 
vagrant birds (Domagalski 2006) lists eight records from five states and one province: 
Illinois (1), Kansas (1), Minnesota (2), Nebraska (2), Wisconsin (1) and Ontario (1). In 
addition, a review of web sites for additional states in the eastern United States and Canada 
turned up records in Georgia and Louisiana. These reports were scattered throughout the 
calendar year with little pattern apparent other than that winter birds at feeders make up 
about 50% of the reports, most others having occurred from spring into early summer. 
Other than a flurry of initial reports in the mid-1970s, most reports have occurred since 
2000. One other Scott’s Oriole was reported in the eastern United States during the winter 
of 2006-2007. This bird was an adult male that frequented a yard in Cumberland County in 
southeastern Pennsylvania 19 February to 8 April 2007 (Cameron Rutt, pers. comm.) 
 Whenever a vagrant oriole is observed, the question of its origin must be assessed. 
These colorful birds are easily kept in captivity on a diet of fruits and sugar water, and the 
trade in this group is apparently relatively widespread in some Latin American countries 
(Eduardo Iñigo-Elias, pers. comm.). The Franklin County Scott’s Oriole was unbanded and 
showed no signs of captivity including worn feathers, abnormal feather molt or sores, or 




Domagalski, Robert. 2006. Mid Continent Rare Bird Records. Unpublished summary.  
 
—Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Ky. State Nature Preserves Commission, 801 Schenkel 
Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 (brainard.palmer-ball@ky.gov) 
 
Substantiating Evidence for the Occurrence of Cackling Goose  
(Branta hutchinsii) in Kentucky 
 
 In 2004, the Committee on Classification and Nomenclature of the American Ornithol-
ogists’ Union split the various races of the widespread Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) 
into two species (Banks et al. 2004). About seven races of large-bodied birds remained in 
the parent species (B. canadensis), but four small-bodied races breeding at high latitudes of 
Arctic Canada and Alaska were split off into a new species, the Cackling Goose (Branta 
hutchinsii) (Sibley 2007).  
 Cackling Geese are generally characterized by relatively small size, short neck, sharply 
rounded head with a steep forehead, and stubby bill. However, slight overlap in some 
characteristics exists between large Cackling Geese and at least some individuals of the 
smallest race of Canada Goose, the “Lesser” Canada Goose (B. c. parvipes) (Sibley 2007). 
Culmen length overlaps slightly between large male Cackling Geese and small female 
Lesser Canada Geese (Mowbray et al. 2002). Moreover, typical culmen lengths are only 
slightly longer for Lesser Canadas (ca. 1.75 inches [low 40s mm]) than for Cackling Geese 
(ca. 1.50 inches [high 30s mm]) (Mowbray et al. 2002). Difference in bill shape may be 
helpful, but the less stubby bill shape of Lessers is a relative difference rather than an 
absolute one. Overlap is also present between body masses of larger Cackling Geese (range: 
3 to 7 pounds [1.36 to 3.17 kg]) and Lesser Canada Geese (range: 5 to 6 pounds [2.27 to 
2.72 kg]) (Stackhouse 2007). Thus, only smaller Cackling Geese would be clearly distin-
guishable from Lesser Canada Geese by size. The average Mallard weighs about 2.4 pounds 
(1.1 kg) (Sibley 2000), so it can serve as a reference point on the lower end of the size scale 
in the field; however, one seldom has the opportunity to compare small geese directly to 
Mallards because a majority of these small geese are found in the company of larger geese, 
especially “Giant” Canada Geese (B. c. maxima), the race that now breeds regularly and is a 
permanent resident in Kentucky. Also, Arctic-breeding Canada Geese (primarily B. c. 
interior) that visit or overwinter in our region are significantly smaller than resident Giant 
Canadas and not much larger (7.5 to 9.5 pounds [3.40 to 4.31 kg]) than Lesser Canadas 
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(Stackhouse 2007). These birds typically look strikingly smaller than resident Giants and 
may be mistaken for Cackling Geese for this reason. Longer, less stubby bill shape and less 
sharply rounded head should help differentiate these individuals from Cackling Geese. 
Finally, hybridization between Cackling Geese and Lesser Canada Geese occurs where their 
nesting ranges meet in Arctic Canada (Sibley 2007). Given that essentially nothing is 
known concerning the status of Lesser Canada Goose in the eastern United States and that 
hybrid Cackling Geese x Lesser Canada Geese may be potentially present, the degree to 
which the two forms can be accurately separated in the field remains unclear. 
 
Evidence of Occurrence in Kentucky 
 
 Through various communication efforts, I located one extant specimen of an apparent 
Cackling Goose collected in Kentucky. This mounted specimen is housed at the 
headquarters of the Ballard Wildlife Management Area. It was collected in 1989 or 1990 in 
Ballard County (Jack Sloan, pers. comm.). The culmen length of this bird is 1.55 inches 
(39.4 mm) (Charlie Wilkins, pers. comm.), placing it at mid-range for Cackling Goose and 
smaller than for most Lesser Canadas. The stubby bill of the specimen is also consistent 
with this determination (John Brunjes, pers. comm.). Through the same efforts I located 
photographs appearing to substantiate the occurrence of two individuals from the late 1970s 
and early 1980s, respectively (see below).  
 A review of Kentucky’s ornithological literature prior to 1990 revealed several 
additional reports of possible Cackling Geese. The earliest evidence is summarized by 
Mengel (1965), who cites three reports of B. c. hutchinsii: listed as a rare migrant in Fulton 
County around 1890 (Pindar 1925); tentatively reported in Warren County during spring of 
1937 (Wilson 1940); and noted in Warren County 20 January 1952 (Wilson 1956).  Others 
are listed as follows:  
 
11 December 1977: “11 small Canada Geese were carefully watched [by Barry Howard] on 
a reservoir in Lexington …; although the subspecies was not determined, the 
difference in size was readily apparent when compared to two larger birds swimming 
nearby” (Stamm 1978a). 
5 March 1978 and later: a bird found at Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville, Jefferson County, 
by Jackie Elmore and Lawrence Smith (Stamm 1978b; Brainard Palmer-Ball, pers. 
slide coll.; Fig. 1). 
20 December 1980: “a pint sized hutchinsii” observed at Brown Power Plant, Mercer 
County, by Fred Loetscher (Stamm 1981). 
13 January 1982 and later: an individual photographed at the Louisville Zoological 
Gardens, Jefferson County, by Nancy Scheldorf (Stamm 1982; Beckham Bird Club 
slide coll.). 
 
 In literature 1990 to present, small-bodied Canada Geese have continued to be reported 
occasionally during winter. Moreover, subsequent to the recent (2004) elevation of these 
birds to full species status, birders have paid more attention to them, and the number of 
sightings has increased, resulting in a number of published reports in The Kentucky 
Warbler. It appears from accumulated records that the Cackling Goose can be considered a 
rare to uncommon transient and winter resident, appearing most years by December and 
lingering into March. Peak numbers likely occur during periods of cold weather in mid-
winter. 
 The specimen described above and the photograph below (Fig. 1) appear to provide the 
earliest substantiating documentation for Cackling Goose in Kentucky. It is hoped that 
additional reports might come to light through publication of this summary. Any individuals 
possessing photographic images or specimens of Cackling Geese from Kentucky are 
encouraged to report their holdings. Finally, observers are encouraged to report sightings of 
likely Cackling Geese, although they are reminded that little is known about the occurrence 
of Lesser Canada Goose in the state and that careful study is needed to clarify the occur-
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rence of both that subspecies and newly described species. As always, photographic 
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Fig. 1. Cackling Goose, 5 March 1978, Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville, Jefferson County. 
Photograph by Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
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Scott’s Oriole (Icterus parisorum) north of Frankfort, Franklin County 
 
February 2007 (see Field Note, pp. 56-57) 
 
Photos by David Knapp (above) and David Slezak (below). 
 
